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On Dec. 21, 125 founding members of the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) held
a convention in San Salvador to elect new leadership representatives as part of efforts to convert
the former rebel armed organization into a political party. The convention was held exactly one
week after the FMLN received its legal party status. Those in attendance agreed to formally dissolve
the FMLN General Command which had headed the organization during the 12-year civil war and
in a decision reached by consensus, they appointed Shafick Handal as the party's first General
Coordinator (Coordinador General). A new National Council (Consejo Nacional) was established
with 50 members, ten from each of the five organizations which comprise the FMLN. The National
Council includes each of the members of the former General Command: Handal, Joaquin Villalobos,
Salvador Sanchez, Roberto Roca and Ferman Cienfuegos. In accordance with the FMLN's party
statutes, the General Coordinator serves as the party's chief representative, while decision-making
authority rests with the general assembly and the National Council. Operating under the auspices
of the National Council will be a Political Commission, charged with monitoring the domestic
political situation and drafting party strategy proposals. The convention elected the following
persons to the 15- member Political Council: Handal, Dagoberto Gutierrez and Norma Guevara
from the Salvadoran Communist Party (Partido Comunista Salvadoreno, PCS); Salvador Sanchez,
Facundo Guardado, and Gerson Martinez from the Popular Liberation Forces (Fuerzas Populares de
Liberacion, FPL); Joaquin Villalobos, Ana Guadalupe Martinez, and Juan Ramon Medrano from the
People's Revolutionary Army (Ejercito Revolucionario del Pueblo, ERP); Roberto Roca, Nidia Diaz
and Mario Lopez from the Revolutionary Workers Party (Partido Revolucionario de los Trabajadores
Centroamericanos, PRTC); and Ferman Cienfuegos, Marcos Jimenez and "Chano" Guevara from the
National Resistance (Resistencia Nacional, RN). Although it will continue to push the government to
comply with the peace accords, the party will now concentrate on preparations for the March 1994
general elections. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish
news service EFE, 12/21- 23/92)
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